
 

ST. CATHARINE OF SIENA CHURCH COLUMBUS, OHIO
 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Monday, June 14-Weekday 

1 Kgs 21: 1-16 / Mt 5: 38-42 

8:00 a.m. John E. Prunte 
Tuesday, June 15-Weekday 

1 Kgs 21: 17-29/Mt 5: 43-48 
8:00 a.m. Tom Resch 
Wednesday, June 16-Weekday 

2 Kgs 2: 1, 6-14/Mt 6: 1-6, 16-18 
8:00 a.m. Ruth Lannan 
Thursday, June 17- Weekday 

Sir 48:1-14/Mt 6: 7-15 
8:00 a.m. Charlotte C. Murphy 
Friday, June 18- Weekday 

2 Kgs11:1-4, 9-18, 20/Mt 6: 19-23 

8:00 a.m. Poe King 
Saturday, June 19-St. Romuald 

2 Chr 24: 17-25/Mt 6: 24-34 

8:00 a.m. Ann Weaver 
Sat., June 19-Sunday Vigil Mass 

5:00 p.m. People of the Parish 
Sunday, June 20-12

th
 Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Zec 12: 10-11; 13: 1/Gal 3: 26-29/ 

Lk 9: 18-24 

8:30 a.m.  Charles & Elizabeth Sahr 
11:00 a.m. Deceased Members of the 
Gallen Family 
5:00 p.m.  John H. Winkel 
 

SACRISTAN 

WEEK OF JUNE 13 

Amy Fitzgerald & Beth Prunte 

ALTAR SERVERS 

WEEK OF JUNE 14 

DAILY MASS – 8:00 A.M. 

M-W: Rachael Rice & Kyle Russo 
Th-S: Aaron Kebe &  

Lauren Britt 
  

WWEEEEKKLLYY  HHOOLLYY  HHOOUURR  
TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY  EEVVEENNIINNGGSS  

66::3300  PP..MM..  --  77::3300  PP..MM..  

EEuucchhaarriissttiicc  AAddoorraattiioonn  

CCoonnffeessssiioonnss  HHeeaarrdd  
  

  

  

  

  

 
 
 

 

MINISTERS ~ EVERYONE IS COUNTING ON YOU!  
If you cannot fulfill your scheduled ministry, please 

find a substitute for your position. Thank you! 
 

SATURDAY,   JUNE 19– 5:00 P.M.  MASS  

LITURGICAL COORDINATOR:  Pam King 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: N. SIDE: Kathleen Schirner, Anthony 
DiNapoli, Olivia Zurcher, John Farley  S. SIDE: Christine Farley, Max, 
Scarlett & Faith Christiansen 
LECTORS: P:1   Barb Beck     P:2 James Tornes 
CANTOR: Laura Gardner 
ALTAR SERVERS:  Hailey Sammons, Anna Seastone, Grace Christiansen 
USHERS: Molly Ryan, David Downey, Margy Farrin, Connie Eberly 

SUNDAY,   JUNE 20– 8:30 A.M.  MASS  

LITURGICAL COORDINATOR: Mike Heskamp 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: N. SIDE: Gary Allwein, Dan Bringardner, 
Cary Ryan, Joe Halla S. SIDE: Sally & Oliver Sarko, Chris Carmon, Kathy 
Gatterdam 

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS: Dean Moyer, John Kochensparger, 
Phil Petrosky, Dick Hinterschied, Chuck Waterman 
Sunrise Assisted Living: Cary Ryan 
Arbors East: Darlene Easly 
LECTORS:  P:1 Dane Galden     P:2  Sr. Marie Louise Pohlman 
CANTOR:  Mike Mess 
ALTAR SERVERS:  Charley Quinn, Henry & Kolbe Sarko 
USHERS: Mindy Trapp, Mary Thurn, Ferg Theibert, Tom Ewing, Tom Easly, 
Jimmy Corrova 

SUNDAY,   JUNE 20– 11:00 A.M. MASS  

LITURGICAL COORDINATOR:  Jeff Gardner 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: N. SIDE: Marie Bruce, Abigail Evans, 
Anastasia, Daniel & Clayton Tylka  S. SIDE: Mary Ginn, Kevin, Kathleen, 
Patrick,  & Megan Ryan 
LECTORS:  P:1 Paul Coleman P:2  Bob Ryan 
CANTOR: Larry Heider 
INTERPRETER: Susan Harvey 
ALTAR SERVERS:  Conor Abel, Jonathan & Nicholas Tylka 
USHERS:  Tom & Kathy Kuhn, Joe Atria, Jim Gregory, Mike & Michael 
Jolley 
 

SUNDAY,  JUNE 2- 5:00 P.M. MASS   

LITURGICAL COORDINATOR: Chris Reis 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: N. SIDE: Volunteers from the 

Congregation    S. SIDE: Volunteers from the Congregation 

LECTORS: P:1  Daniel Smalley     P:2  Jack Murphy 
CANTOR:  Mary Gardner 

ALTAR SERVERS: Emily Hernon, Alexis & Cade Shepherd 
USHERS:  Liz Beck 
 

 
 



 
 

 

My dear friends in Christ: 
 

I apologize for not including a special congratulations to Msgr. James Ruef on his 32nd anniversary of 
ordination on June 3.  We are all grateful to Msgr. Ruef’s years of service to the Diocese and to the 
parish family here at St. Catharine’s! 
 

+          +          + 
 

Another school year has come to an end, and with it congratulations to our parish school graduates, 
and again to all who have graduated this year.  We have some retirements in our school, for which we 
express our prayers of thanksgiving for their years of dedicated service to our parish school children – 
Donna Brennan (10 years), Judy Kicks (13 years), and Dia Mixon (2 years). 
 

+          +          + 
 

I want to express my sincere and heartfelt thanks to EVERYONE who volunteered in so many ways 
their time, energy, talents and abilities to help make this year’s FunFest a success.  Despite a wet 
beginning to this past week, as of this writing we anticipate warm weather, which obviously helps 
bring out the huge crowds.  I am very glad that we resurrected the parish tradition of celebrating the 
Sunday Vigil Mass on Saturday afternoon “under the tent.”  What a wonderful tradition! So again to 
our FunFest Chairman, Mike Murphy, to ALL of our committee chairs and volunteers, to TT 
MURPH’S and all sponsors and patrons, and to our supporters, sincere prayers and thanks for 
all that you did to make this year’s FunFest an enjoyable event for family, friends, and everyone!  A 
special welcome to family and friends visiting our parish this weekend! 
 

+          +          + 
 

A sincere and heartfelt THANK YOU to all who have pledged and contributed thus far to the 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  We still need an additional $22,000 to pay for tuck pointing our 
beautiful church building. This is a project that every parishioner needs to share in, as we all benefit 
from this kind of work as a family of the faithful.  Please remember that 100 percent of every penny 
pledge to the BAA from this point forward comes back to our parish in the form of rebates. This is 
how we paid for the new air conditioning and air handling system for our church a couple of years 
ago.  This is also how we began raising money last year for the tuck pointing of our church – a project 
that will cost $188,000.  To quote Charles Tobias’ song at the beginning of World War II: “We did it 
before, and we can do it again!” Let’s again pull together as a parish family.  Let’s all contribute 
as members of St. Catharine’s, remembering that no contribution is too small.  Let’s get the funds we 
need to pay for tuck pointing. 
 

+          +          + 
 

Speaking of tuck pointing, Bishop Campbell signed the contract with our tuck pointing contractor, 
and tuck pointing is scheduled to begin in the next week.  We have a payment plan negotiated with the 
contractor, and I am confident that we will raise the final $22,000 to pay for this project in full.  In 
the meantime, please be aware of the equipment that will be on our property while this work is being 
done, which may alter a church entrance or two, or parking, from time to time. 
 

+          +          + 
 

On a personal note, three weeks ago I twisted my left ankle; in its weakened state I sprained my left 
ankle this past Monday and, as a result, will be on crutches for another week – hopefully no longer (or 
not much longer) than that.  My physician informed me that I am supposed to stay off my feet as 
much as possible during this time so that healing may be unimpeded, so I have had to cut back on my 
schedule.  If you have something that you need to see me about that can wait a couple of weeks, that 
would be helpful.  Thank you for the prayers, well wishes and cards! 
 

 

Faithfully yours in Christ, 
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The Beatitudes:  
Blessed are the Merciful 
Part Five in a Series 
By Mark Shea 
 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.” (Matthew 5:7) 
 

“Whereto serves mercy, but to confront the visage of offence?” asks Portia in The 

Merchant of Venice. It’s a good question and one which most of us don’t really think 
about these days. That’s because, increasingly, we are a culture that only has “mercy” 

on people who “couldn’t help it” or “didn’t know any better.” The problem is, that’s not 

mercy because allowing for weakness, ignorance, or some other excuse is not mercy. 

It’s excusing. Now, it’s a fine thing, in any conflict, to search first for reasons why 
somebody who appears to have acted in malice did not really do so. We should always 

do this as our first act of charity. But a curious thing has happened in our culture, 

something that impinges even on Christians who ought to know better. As we reject God 

more and more, we have allowed more and more space for excusing evil and less and 
less space for admitting sin. Result: we have arrived at an era in which everything must 

be excused and nothing may be forgiven. 

We see this in the weird combination of sophistry and mercilessness that is post-

modernity. Straining credulity, we create enormous and preposterous excuses for all 

manner of moral derangement precisely because we believe there is no mercy for sin. 
Then, when somebody finally does cross the line into what is undeniably sin (Nazis, child 

molesters, racists, terrorists, or some 

other category of culturally inexcusable 

evil), we simply rain down on their 
heads all the contempt and vilification in 

the world—and live in fear of what 

judgment awaits us should we fail to 

find an excuse for our own sins. 
That’s not hard to grasp. Apart 

from the miraculous forgiveness of the 

gospel, what else should we expect? 

When we look sin in the eye—real sin in 
all its vicious, willful, sneering, lying malice—well, who wants to forgive that? Why, if 

you did that, that bastard would get off scot free! Forgive that tool I work with, the one 

who has been gunning for my job and spreading ugly rumors about me at the office 

water cooler? Forgive that bitch who spent years beating me as a kid and laughing at my 

tears? Forgive that zit-faced moron who deliberately keyed my car when I confronted 
him about tormenting the neighbor’s cat? Forgive Osama bin Laden? NO! 

But Jesus does, in fact, demand exactly that mercy of us. In fact, both here and in 

the Our Father, he predicates any hope of our receiving mercy on our willingness to 

extend it to others. Be merciful and you shall obtain mercy. Forgive and you shall be 
forgiven. 
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Of course, being raised in a Christian culture, we know we are supposed to 

forgive—in moderation. Like St. Peter, we might even be rather proud of our 

magnanimity, saying, “Lord, the rabbis say you should forgive somebody three times, 
but since I’m a That Sort of Chap, I’m going to go out on a limb and up the ante. 

Suppose we raise that to seven times?” Jesus’ famous reply is way more than we 

bargain for: Not seven times, but seven times seventy times. Forgive everybody. 

Always. Forever. Indeed, Jesus tells us “When you stand to pray, forgive anyone against 
whom you have a grievance, so that your heavenly Father may in turn forgive you your 

transgressions.” (Mark 11:25). Note the complete unconditioned nature of that demand. 

We are to forgive whether or not the person against whom we have a grievance has 

repented. That’s because we are to love our enemies. To be sure, God will be their final 
judge and if they die impenitent, then they will face the divine music. But since we are 

not God, that’s not our affair. Our business is to extend forgiveness—in a word, love—to 

our enemies whether they will have it or no. And coupled with that is the equally stark 

warning: If we do not forgive, neither will Jesus’ heavenly Father forgive us. Period. 
That is extremely difficult. So difficult, in fact, that I have long believed the most 

scandalous part of the Church’s entire moral teaching lies here, and not with all the yah 
yah we hear in the media about the various pelvic issues that so obsess our culture of 

apostate Puritanism. Everybody, apart from grace, recoils in fear and anger when we are 

confronted with the reality of Christ’s teaching about mercy. Presented in such stark 
terms, this ought to give us real pause and make us ask, as the disciples remarked of 

another unbelievably difficult saying, “Then who can be saved?” 

Who indeed? But the answer of our Lord also obtains: “With men it is impossible, 

but with God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26). 
This points us to a curious contrast between Jesus’ teaching on mercy in the 

Sermon on the Mount and the way in which the Church after Jesus speaks about mercy.  

Some take this as evidence that “the Church has departed from the primal 

message of Christ”. But, of course, the only reason we know about Jesus’ “primal 
message” is because the Church has carefully preserved it. So I think a wiser approach 

is to assume the contrast is a complement and not a contradiction and that the teaching 

of the Spirit through the Church is of a piece with the teaching of Christ who gives us 

the Spirit. What is that contrast? 

Very briefly it is this: Jesus sounds as if he’s saying God’s ability to forgive you is 
predicated on whether you forgive. With Paul, the lesson is very clearly that your ability 

to forgive is entirely predicated on the mercy of God. So, for instance, Paul tells us: 
 

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, 

lowliness, meekness, and patience, forbearing one another and, if one has a 

complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so 
you also must forgive. (Colossians 3:12-13). 

 

So what gives? 
The more precise question is “Who gives?” And the answer is “God”, who pours 

out his undeserved and unearned mercy on us and brings us into a covenant relationship 

with himself in baptism—and then enables (and expects) us to live out his life in the 

world. In short, the forgiveness of sins is a miraculous sign of his power and presence. 
We can’t do it without him. Our ability to forgive requires our first having received the 

grace of God. Like the woman who washed Jesus’ feet, we find that it is the one who has 

been forgiven much who is capable of forgiving much, not only out of fear of what await 
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us if we act like the Unmerciful Servant, but out of genuine love for God and neighbor—

because mercy is liberating. 

The good news of the gospel is that we are sinners and not merely victims or 
passive patients. We are not people so helpless about our moral choices that everything 

we do is a “mistake”. The gospel tells us, shockingly, that some things are excusable 

and everything is forgivable (save the refusal of forgiveness). That’s lovely to hear in 

our own case and it is why the experience of baptism and confession can be so 
overwhelming and beautiful for an adult received into the Church after a long life of sin. 

But God’s mercy is uncompromising. Just as we have been given forgiveness and 

loved when we were enemies of God, so we must extend forgiveness and love our 

enemies. This is not because God works on some system which says “Forgiveness is a 
freebie the first time, but after that you have to earn it.” Rather, it’s because God’s love 

is always freely given, but our unforgiveness enslaves, hardens and blinds us. The fist 

clenched in unforgiveness at another cannot receive the mercy of God with an open 

hand. The command to forgive (and the warning against unforgiveness) is not given 
because God is a martinet with arbitrary rules who is longing to slam you when you step 

out of line. The command to forgive is given because God has been laboring to open us 

to his mercy since the day we were born and will go on doing it till the day we die and 

beyond. His command of mercy—and the blessing he places on it—is a promise of an 

eternity of peace and love—if we will abide in it. 
The gospel stands in stark contrast to the contempt that is the sure mark of the 

presence of Satan just as joy is the infallible sign of the presence of the Holy Spirit. The 

“cycle of violence” which John Paul II so often warned of is, above all, a violence of the 

soul that sees the sinner, not as the object of God’s love and Christ’s redemption, but as 
someone—something—beyond the pale of love. Such contempt is wholly and entirely 

satanic and forms no part whatsoever of the revelation of Christ. The fundamental lie at 

the heart of such contempt is the belief that, by rejecting the sinful Other, we somehow 

ensure our own salvation. Christ exposes this lie in the strongest possible terms and 
assures us that it is only by having mercy on our enemy—that is, only by willing his 

good and not his damnation—that we open ourselves to the same hope. The promise is 

as stark as the warning is strong: If we give no mercy, we can expect none. If we 

choose to show mercy, we shall—absolutely shall—obtain mercy. 

 
 
Mark Shea is Senior Content Editor for Catholic Exchange and a weekly columnist for the 
National Catholic Register.. You may visit his website at www.mark-shea.com check out his 
blog, “Catholic and Enjoying It!,” or purchase his books and tapes. This article is made 
available courtesy of the Catholic Exchange web site. 
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The month of the Sacred Heart and the Year for Priests 
By Cardinal Francis George, Archdiocese of Chicago (courtesy of the Catholic New World) 

 

St. John Vianney, patron saint of priests, said often that the meaning of the priesthood is the love 
of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. The Sacred Heart is an icon in human flesh of the infinite love of God. Jesus 
sacrificed himself out of love for us; and the very life of the Blessed Trinity is self-sacrificing love. All of us 
are called to sacrifice ourselves out of love for those whom God gives us to cherish; priests are called to 
sacrifice themselves completely out of love for the church that Christ gives them to serve. The expression 
of this love in their ministry calls priests to teach what Christ has revealed, to sanctify by allowing Christ 
to use them to transform his people through the sacraments, to govern by guiding people to live the way 
of the Lord Jesus.  

June is the month of the Sacred Heart in Catholic devotion. This year, the feast of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus fell on Friday, June 11, marking the official end of the Year for Priests in the Church. Shortly after 
the Holy Father announced the Year for Priests, stories of the sexual abuse of children and young people 
by some priests surfaced again in the media. The stories were of abuse of many years ago and most of 
them concerned events that happened in Europe. Each of these reports is a story of the corruption of 
priestly self-sacrifice. Each is a story of a priest cruelly using a young person who trusted him. What was 
unique in the stories this time, however, was the attempt to connect these crimes and sins to the Holy 
Father. Since the pope is universal pastor, what he does, or fails to do, affects us all. Even when a story is 
shown to be false, the fact that it appeared at all brings it back as an “allegation” every time another story 
is told. When a story is repeated often enough it seems true to many, even when it is not. 

In 2002, Pope John Paul II said that addressing the scandal of sexual abuse of minors by some 
bishops and priests will result in the purification of the priesthood itself. To a great extent, I believe that 
has happened in this country. It has to happen elsewhere as well. The suffering of purification will be 
spiritually successful, however, only if it deepens priestly love. Current reports do, in fact, focus more on 
the priesthood than on the victims or on the crime itself. Under intense public scrutiny are the procedures 
of admittance to seminaries, the church law governing the lives of priests, the question of the sexual 
orientation of men in the priesthood, the sacrament of Holy Orders itself. The internal life of a church and 
the lives of a single class of men have seldom undergone such public examination.  

What is it about Holy Orders that elicits curiosity and resentment on the part of some? Basically, 
priesthood doesn’t fit. Celibacy seems a reproach to a society that has disconnected sexual experience 
from personal commitment. The priesthood has a permanence that doesn’t fit into a world that says even 
marriage isn’t for life. If validly ordained, a priest can no more be un-ordained than he can be un-
baptized. Neither the state nor the church can undo an action of the risen Christ, and it is Christ who both 
baptizes and ordains. Some seem obsessed with the idea of “defrocking,” whether because it is the 
ultimate punishment (a “laicized” priest is not treated as a priest in the law and life of the church) or 
because it seems to weaken the claim to permanence in the priesthood itself.  

Since the priesthood is a state of life and not a job, the priest is not an employee. Even Catholics 
seem surprised to hear this, since priests are paid and seem to have steady work. But in the church’s law, 
priests give their lives to the church and, in return, the church they serve is to give them support in the 
form of adequate housing, food, medical care and a life appropriate to the dignity of the ordained 
priesthood. The government calls that a salary, but it isn’t. Priests are not my employees but my sons and 
brothers; I can’t simply “fire” them. Nor are they employees of the parish to which they are assigned. 
Even though incorporated in order to own property, the church is a family. We call priests “Father” 
because Christ uses them to give life in his church. Fathers remain fathers, even when they have betrayed 
a family’s trust. The tragedy of the sexual abuse of minors is felt first of all and most profoundly in the 
lives of those who were actually abused sexually; but the abuse is a tragedy for the entire family.  

Can this theologically grounded understanding of ordained priesthood give birth to a protected 
caste, more concerned about its own privileges than about loving the people? At times it has, and perhaps 
the ongoing purification of the priesthood was, in God’s design, a necessary part of the Year for Priests in 
the church.  The church is the Body of Christ, its members intertwined like limbs. If St. John Vianney was 
correct in saying that the meaning of ordained priesthood is the love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, then 
ordained priests are to be the heart of the church. Almost all of them are, for which the Church thanks 
God at the end of the Year for Priests.  
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Learning to Share 
By Patrice Fagnant-MacArthur 
 

I was recently reading “Ramona the Pest” by Beverly Cleary with my children. A 

classic from a generation ago, it features a five-year-old Ramona and the trials and 

tribulations of Kindergarten. One chapter features a battle between her and her neighbor 
and fellow classmate Howie. She and Howie are really not friends, but their mothers are. 

Therefore, they end up spending a great deal of time together. In this particular scene 

they are fighting over a red ribbon. They both have what they 

perceive to be a rightful claim of ownership to the ribbon. As 

mothers are prone to doing, one of them tells the two children 
to share the ribbon. She even suggests that they can cut it in 

half, thereby solving the problem. About the only thing that 

Ramona and Howie can agree on is that this is a bad idea! They 

do not want to share.  
As parents, we spend a lot of our time telling our children 

to share. Sharing does not appear to be an inborn trait. We 

humans like to own things and keep them for ourselves. Even 

as adults, sharing is not always easy. Last Sunday’s Gospel (Lk 
9:11b-17) features that very problem. Jesus and the disciples have 5,000 hungry people 

on their hands. The disciples want to dismiss them so that they can go find food for 

themselves. Jesus in turn tells them to feed them. They counter with the fact that they 

only have 5 loaves and two fishes available. Yet, somehow, once that choice is made to 

share, there is plenty for everyone. 
Over the years, I’ve heard different explanations for this. The most obvious one is 

that Jesus performed a miracle and multiplied the food that was available. Another 

explanation is that once the disciples started sharing, the people in the crowd started 

sharing as well. Everybody shared what they had with their neighbor and then there was 
plenty. I wasn’t there and I don’t know what happened, but, if that was the scenario, 

then I would say that was a miracle unto itself. 

Sr. Kathryn James Hermes reflects on this Gospel in “Living Faith.” She writes that 

the disciples in wanting to send the people away were guilty of “stingy thinking.” Some 
of the time, maybe even most of the time, each one of us is guilty of that mindset. We 

worry that if we share, we won’t have enough for ourselves, instead of trusting that God 

will multiply our gift freely given and return it to us. If we share, we will always have 

enough. That’s a tough lesson for both children and adults to comprehend and accept. I 
am as guilty of it as the next person. When money is tight, there is always that 

temptation to cut back on charitable giving. What I have found is that those are the 

times I actually need to increase it. When I finally make the decision to be brave and 

trust that God will provide, the financial pressures ease a bit. Learning to share is one of 

those things that takes a lifetime to master. 
 

This article is made available courtesy of the Catholic Exchange web site. 
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Who will do something? 
 
The catastrophe playing out now in the Gulf of Mexico has defied every attempt to stop the millions of 
gallons of oil gushing from a reservoir beneath 20,000 feet of rock and another 5,000 feet of water. 
Non-engineer observers naturally plead, “Somebody do something!” We don’t know what to do or 
who will do it. 
 

Those words could apply to almost every serious issue society faces today. From economics to health 
care, poverty to criminal justice, education to family life, there are so many problems. Who will solve 
them?  
 

Some of the solutions, and hopefully not part of those problems, will come from the young people 
graduating from high school this month or from college last month. Those idealistic, energetic sons 
and daughters represent a shining hope for a better tomorrow as they continue to prepare to solve our 
most vexing problems. Doing so will take all the graduates’ courage, creativity and hard work. And 
they thought final exams were hard. 
 

More important than what they will do is who they are. The hope of today’s adults wishing this year’s 
graduates well as they embark on the world is that they live lives of goodness and integrity. For 
Catholic graduates, either from a Catholic school or a public program, a tried-and-true way to do that 
is to practice their Catholic faith regularly — especially by making Sunday Mass a priority — and make 
the gift of faith part of their everyday lives. 
 

Who will do something? Young, maturing men and women who live out the highest ideals of 
citizenship and their membership in the Church.  
 

What will they do? They’ll tackle the concerns and crises sure to come. And because of who they are 
and who they’ll become, their elders should hold confidence in a future no less bright than today.  
 

This article courtesy of The Catholic Standard & Times. 
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“Where there is charity and wisdom, there is neither fear nor ignorance. Where there 
is patience and humility, there is neither anger nor disturbance. Where there is 
poverty with joy, there is neither covetousness nor avarice. Where there is inner peace 
and meditation, there is neither anxiousness nor dissipation. Where there is fear of the 
Lord to guard the house, there the enemy cannot gain entry. Where there is mercy and 
discernment, there is neither excess nor hardness of heart.” – Saint Francis of Assisi  
 

Monday, June 14 ~ Eleventh Week in Ordinary Time 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:38-42  Jesus said to his disciples: “You have heard that it was said, An eye for 
an eye and a tooth for a tooth. But I say to you, offer no resistance to one who is evil. When someone 
strikes you on your right cheek, turn the other one to him as well. If anyone wants to go to law with you 
over your tunic, hand him your cloak as well. Should anyone press you into service for one mile, go with 
him for two miles. Give to the one who asks of you, and do not turn your back on one who wants to 
borrow.” 
 

Meditation: Jesus does something quite remarkable in today’s Gospel – He transforms the law of mercy 
with grace and loving kindness. Jesus also makes clear that there is no room for retaliation. We must not 
only avoid returning evil for evil, but we must seek the good of those who wish us ill. Do you accept 
insults, as Jesus did, with no resentment or malice? When you are compelled by others to do more than 
you think you deserve, do you insist on your rights, or do you respond with grace and cheerfulness? What 
makes a Christian different from everyone else? What makes Christianity distinct from any other religion? 
It is grace - treating others, not as they deserve, but as God wishes them to be treated - with loving-
kindness and mercy. Only the cross of Jesus Christ can free us from the tyranny of malice, hatred, 
revenge, and resentment and gives us the courage to return evil with good. Such love and grace has 
power to heal and to save from destruction.  Do you know the power of Christ’s redeeming love and 
mercy?  
 

Prayer: Almighty God, our hope and our strength, without you we falter. Help us to follow Christ and to 
live according to your will. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: If someone insults you or tries to take advantage of you, how do you respond? Do you 
repay in kind? Jesus approached the question of just retribution with a surprising revelation of God's 
intention for how we should treat others, especially those who mistreat us. When Jesus spoke about God’s 
law, he did something no one had done before. He gave a new standard based not just on the 
requirements of justice (i.e. giving each their due), but based on the law of grace and love. Jesus knew 
the law and its intention better than any jurist or legal expert could imagine. He quoted from the oldest 
recorded law in the world: If any harm follows, then you shall give life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, 
hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe (Exodus 21:23-25). Such a 
law today seems cruel, but it was meant to limit vengeance as a first step towards mercy. This law was 
not normally taken literally but served as a guide for a judge in a law court for assessing punishment and 
penalty (ref. Deuteronomy 19:18). The Old Testament is full of references to the command that we must 
be merciful – read some of the following, and contemplate on your own level of being merciful to others: 
• “You shall not take vengeance or bear any grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall 

love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD” (Leviticus 19:18). 
• “If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink” 

(Proverbs 25:21).  
• “Do not say, ‘I will do to him as he has done to me; I will pay the man back for what he has done’” 

(Proverbs 24:29).   
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Tuesday, June 15 ~ Eleventh Week in Ordinary Time 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:43-48 Jesus said to his disciples: “You have heard that it was said, You shall 
love your neighbor and hate your enemy. But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, that you may be children of your heavenly Father, for he makes his sun rise on the bad 
and the good, and causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what 
recompense will you have? Do not the tax collectors do the same? And if you greet your brothers only, 
what is unusual about that? Do not the pagans do the same? So be perfect, just as your heavenly Father 
is perfect.” 
 

Meditation: Think about what Jesus was saying when He said that each of us must be perfect as our 
heavenly Father is perfect. The original meaning of “perfect” in Aramaic is “completeness” or “wholeness – 
not lacking in what is essential.”  God gives us every good gift in Jesus Christ so that we may not lack 
anything we need to do his will and to live as his sons and daughters. He knows our weakness and 
sinfulness better than we do. And he assures us of his love, mercy, and grace to follow in his ways. Do 
you want to grow in your love for God and for your neighbor? Ask the Holy Spirit to change and transform 
you in the image of the Father that you may walk in the joy and freedom of the Gospel.  
 

Prayer: Almighty God, our hope and our strength, without you we falter. Help us to follow Christ and to 
live according to your will. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: What makes Christians different from those who practice another religion?  It is grace – 
treating others, not as they deserve, but as God wishes them to be treated, with loving-kindness and 
mercy. God is good to the unjust as well as the just. His love embraces saint and sinner alike. God seeks 
our highest good and teaches us to seek the greatest good of others, even those who hate and abuse us. 
Our love for others, even those who are ungrateful and selfish towards us, must be marked by the same 
kindness and mercy which God has shown to us. It is easier to show kindness and mercy when we can 
expect to benefit from doing so. How much harder when we can expect nothing in return. Our prayer for 
those who do us ill both breaks the power of revenge and releases the power of love to do good in the 
face of evil. How can we possibly love those who cause us harm or ill-will? With God all things are 
possible. He gives power and grace to those who believe and accept the gift of the Holy Spirit. His love 
conquers all, even our hurts, fears, prejudices and sorrows. Only the cross of Jesus Christ can free us from 
the tyranny of malice, hatred, revenge, and resentment and gives us the courage to return evil with good. 
Such love and grace has power to heal and to save from destruction. Do you know the power of Christ’s 
redeeming love and mercy? 

 

Wednesday, June 16 ~ Eleventh Week in Ordinary Time 
 

Holy Gospel: 6:1-6,16-18 Jesus said to his disciples: “Take care not to perform righteous deeds in order 
that people may see them; otherwise, you will have no recompense from your heavenly Father. When you 
give alms, do not blow a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets to 
win the praise of others. Amen, I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you give alms, do 
not let your left hand know what your right is doing, so that your almsgiving may be secret. And your 
Father who sees in secret will repay you. When you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, who love to stand 
and pray in the synagogues and on street corners so that others may see them. Amen, I say to you, they 
have received their reward. But when you pray, go to your inner room, close the door, and pray to your 
Father in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will repay you. When you fast, do not look gloomy 
like the hypocrites. They neglect their appearance, so that they may appear to others to be fasting. Amen, 
I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, so 
that you may not appear to others to be fasting, except to your Father who is hidden. And your Father 
who sees what is hidden will repay you.” 
 

Meditation: Today’s Gospel passage should be quite familiar in that it is used on Ash Wednesday – the 
beginning of the Season of Lent.  And yet we sometimes forget that what we learn about ourselves and 
our lifestyle during Lent should be carried out throughout our lifetime, not just during Lent. So why, then, 
did Jesus single out prayer, fasting, and almsgiving for his disciples? The Jewish people considered these 
three as the cardinal works of the religious life. These were seen as the key signs of a pious person, the 
three great pillars on which the good life was based.  Jesus pointed to the heart of the matter. Why do you 
pray, fast, and give alms? To draw attention to yourself so that others may notice and think highly of you? 
Or to give glory to God? The Lord warns his disciples of self-seeking glory – the preoccupation with looking 
good and seeking praise from others. True piety is something more than feeling good or looking holy. True 
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piety is loving devotion to God. It is an attitude of awe, reverence, worship and obedience. It is a gift and 
working of the Holy Spirit that enables us to devote our lives to God with a holy desire to please him in all 
things (ref. Isaiah 11:1-2). 
 

Prayer: Almighty God, our hope and our strength, without you we falter. Help us to follow Christ and to 
live according to your will. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: What is the reward which Jesus points out to his disciples by living a life of regular 
prayer, fasting and almsgiving (as opposed to just 40 days a year)? It is communion with God our Father. 
In him alone we find the fullness of life and happiness, truth and beauty, love and joy. Saint Augustine 
wrote the following prayer in his Confessions: “When I am completely united to you, there will be no more 
sorrows or trials; entirely full of you, my life will be complete. The Lord rewards those who seek him with 
humble and repentant hearts. He renews us each day and he gives us new hearts of love and compassion 
that we may serve him and our neighbor with glad and generous hearts. Do you want to grow in your love 
for God and for your neighbor? Seek him expectantly in prayer, with fasting, and in generous giving to 
those in need.” 
 

Thursday, June 17 ~ Eleventh Week in Ordinary Time 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 6:7-15 Jesus said to his disciples: “In praying, do not babble like the pagans, 
who think that they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them. Your Father knows 
what you need before you ask him. This is how you are to pray: ‘Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name, thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.’ “If you forgive others their transgressions, your heavenly Father will 
forgive you. But if you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your transgressions.” 
 

Meditation: It is through the gift of the Holy Spirit that we can know God personally and call him “Abba, 
Father” (ref. Romans 8:15). We can approach God our Father with confidence and boldness because Jesus 
Christ has opened the way to heaven for us through his death and resurrection. When we ask God the 
Father for help, he fortunately does not give us what we deserve. Instead, he responds with grace and 
favor and mercy. It is his nature to love generously and to forgive mercifully. When he gives he gives 
more than we need so we will have something to share with others in their need as well.  God the Father 
is kind and forgiving towards us and he expects us to treat our neighbor the same. Do you treat others as 
they deserve, or do you treat them as the Lord would treat you with his grace and favor and mercy? 
Jesus’ prayer includes an injunction that we must ask God to forgive us in proportion as we forgive those 
who have wronged us. Ask the Lord to free your heart of any anger, bitterness, resentment, selfishness, 
indifference, or coldness towards others. Let the Holy Spirit fill you with the fire of his burning love and 
compassion and with the river of his overflowing mercy and kindness.  
 

Prayer: Almighty God, our hope and our strength, without you we falter. Help us to follow Christ and to 
live according to your will. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: When you pray, do you pray with joy and confidence? The Jewish people were noted for 
their devotion to prayer. Formal prayer was prescribed for three set times a day.  And the rabbis had a 
prayer for every occasion. Jesus warns his disciples against formalism, making prayer something 
mechanical and devoid of meaning, with little thought for God. When Jesus taught his disciples to pray he 
gave them the disciple’s prayer, what we call the Our Father or Lord’s Prayer. This prayer dares to call 
God “our Father” and boldly asks for the things we need to live as his sons and daughters. 
 

Friday, June 18 ~ Eleventh Week in Ordinary Time 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 6:19-23 Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and decay destroy, and thieves break in and steal. But store up treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor decay destroys, nor thieves break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there 
also will your heart be. “The lamp of the body is the eye. If your eye is sound, your whole body will be 
filled with light; but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be in darkness. And if the light in you is 
darkness, how great will the darkness be.” 
 

Meditation: What kind of treasure and wealth are you looking for? Jesus offers a treasure of 
incomparable value and worth, but we need healthy eyes – good spiritual vision – to recognize it. What 
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Jesus said about seeking treasure makes perfect sense – store up and keep what lasts! Aren’t we all trying 
to find something we treasure in the hope that it will bring us happiness, peace, and security? Jesus 
contrasts two very different kinds of wealth – material wealth and spiritual wealth. Jesus urges his 
disciples to get rich by investing in wealth and treasure which truly lasts, not just for a life-time, but for all 
eternity as well. Jesus offers heavenly treasures which cannot lose their value by changing circumstances, 
such as economic recessions, sell-offs of the world’s stock exchanges or the declining value of the Euro, 
material degradation, or physical destruction. The treasure which Jesus offers is kept safe and 
uncorrupted by God himself. What is this treasure which Jesus offers so freely and graciously? It is the 
treasure of God himself – the source and giver of every good gift and blessing in this life – and a kingdom 
that will endure forever. The treasure of God's kingdom produces unspeakable joy because it unites us 
with the source of all joy and blessings which is God himself. God offers us the treasure of unending joy 
and friendship with himself and with all who are united with him in his heavenly kingdom. In Jesus Christ 
we receive an inheritance which the Apostle Peter describes as imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept 
in heaven for us (ref. 1 Peter 1:4 ). Paul the Apostle describes it as a kingdom of everlasting peace, joy, 
and righteousness in the Holy Spirit (ref. Romans 14:17). How realistic and attainable is this heavenly 
treasure? Can we enjoy it now, or must we wait for it in the after-life? The treasure of God’s kingdom is 
both a present and a future reality – like an investment which grows and matures, ever increasing, and 
multiplying in value.  
 

Prayer: Almighty God, our hope and our strength, without you we falter. Help us to follow Christ and to 
live according to your will. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Contemplation: Our vision can be easily blinded or distorted as to what is true, good, lovely, pure, and 
eternal (ref. Philippians 4:8)? Certainly prejudice, jealousy, and self-conceit can distort our judgment of 
ourselves and others and lead to moral blindness. Prejudice and self-conceit also destroys good judgment 
and blinds us to the facts and to their significance for us. Jealousy and envy make us despise others and 
mistrust them as enemies rather than friends. We need to look inwardly and examine ourselves to see if 
we are living according to right judgment and sound principles or if we might be misguided by blind 
prejudice or some other conceit.  “Love is not jealous ...but rejoices with the truth” (ref. 1 Corinthians 
13:4-6). Do you live your life in the light of God’s truth? If so, where do you direct your time and energy 
most often? Those who are seekers of great treasure will go to any length to receive their reward. They 
direct all their energies and resources to obtain the treasure. We instinctively direct our energies and 
resources – an even our whole lives – towards that which we most value. To set one’s heart on heavenly 
treasure is to enter into a deeper and richer life with God himself. It is only by letting go of false treasure 
that one can enter into the joy of a heavenly treasure that is immeasurable and worth more than we can 
give in exchange. Do you seek the treasure which lasts for eternity? If not, there is no time like the 
present! 

 
 

Scripture passages (NAB translation) courtesy of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. Daily meditations and 
contemplations adapted from the Irish Jesuits’ Sacred Space web page and Biblical Medications for Ordinary Time 

by Rev. Carroll Stuhlmueller, C.P.; prayers are from The Roman Missal, Catholic Book Publishing, 1974. 
mjl:2010 
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Saint Catharine Fall Sports Sign-Ups 
 

Fall Sports sign-ups are taking place now. 

For information and participation forms please go to: 
 

www.stcatharine.com/organizations/athletic.board.asp  
 

to print the participation form and turn into the appropriate Fall Sports 

Commissioners.  Please fill out each form completely and include a check 

for each fee; make each check payable to: St. Catharine Athletics. 
 

 

Field Hockey: Fee $70   Green Wave Football: Fee $100 
Open to all girls in 6th-8th Grade  Open to all boys in 4th-8th Grade 

Commissioner: Beth Sweeney  Commissioner: Trevor Cooke 

300 South Harding Road   315 South Broadleigh Road  

Columbus, Ohio 43209   Columbus, Ohio 43209 
Email: msweeney@insight.rr.com Email: cooke_6@sbcglobal.net   

614-456-0772     614-239-8262 

Practice Starts August 9th   Practice starts August 9th 

 

Girls Volleyball: Fee $80   Girls Volleyball: Fee $80 
For Girls in 4th-6th Grade   For Girls in 7th-8th Grade 

Commissioner: CeCe Kanowsky  Commissioner: Quentin Elliott 

1014 S Roosevelt Road    P.O. Box 9766 

Bexley, Ohio 43209    Columbus, Ohio 43209 
Email: cecekanowsky@yahoo.com Email: qrlelliott@wowway.com  

614-338-0383     614-338-1427  

Practice starts August 9th   Practice Starts August 9th 

 
 

A Soccer Commissioner is still needed for the Fall 2010 Season. 

If you are interested in this position or forming teams for Grades 4-8,  

please contact Tom Brandewie via e-mail at brand3155@yahoo.com or 

by calling (614) 239-6406.  Practice can begin Wednesday July 14th. 
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“TRIP” REMINDER 
 

Please continue to register your family and friends’ Kroger Plus cards 

on-line in order to earn tuition credit.  Be sure to send the Kroger Plus 

Number and Names of any NEW people earning on your behalf: 
 

 

St. Catharine Parish/School – Columbus NPO#81633 
 

Be sure to send any new earners to me at stcatharinetrip@yahoo.com, 

send their name and plus card number. 
 

And don’t forget to use the coupons available from Kroger to save you 

money when shopping and when using your Kroger Plus card.  Visit 

www.kroger.com to download coupons onto your Kroger Plus card before 

you shop! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Scrip Order dates: 

June 21, July 26, Aug. 30 (first Monday of school) 
 

During the summer, Scrip orders need to be dropped off/picked up 

from the Parish office.  Order forms will be available on-line at the 

school website (www.stcatharineschool.com) or from the Parish office.   

 

THANK YOU! 

St.Catharine TRIP 

Jeni Cooke, 239-8262 
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 ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME________  _    _____ ________      JUNE 13, 2010 
 

OFFERTORY 

June 5/6 $10,052.94 
Home Missions $  3,730.00 
 

Thank you for your support of the Catholic Home 
Missions Appeal! To learn about how your money is 
making a difference, please visit 
www.usccb.org/nationalcollections. 
 

Saint Catharine of Siena School thanks 
Marty & Jerome Schindler 

for supporting our school by being a 
PARTNER IN EDUCATION 

 

BAPTISM: We extend a warm welcome to 
Madeleine Marie Ryan, daughter of Kevin & Gini 
Ryan who was received into the Church through the 
Sacrament of Baptism. 
 

The JOIN Annual Mass of Thanksgiving for 

friends and benefactors will be at St. Joseph 
Cathedral, Wednesday, June 23, 2010, 5:15 p.m., 
followed by a reception in the undercroft.  The 
celebrant will be Bishop Frederick F. Campbell.   
All friends of JOIN are invited to the Mass and 
reception.  Please RSVP to JOIN by calling (614) 
241-2530 by or before June 16, 2010. 
 

2010 BISHOP HARTLEY FOOTBALL CAMP 
The Hartley Hawks will be conducting their annual 
youth football camp on June 29, 30 and July 1 from 
9AM-Noon at the newly renovated Jack Ryan Field. 
The camp is available to students entering grades 3-
8 and the cost is $60.00.  The camp focuses on 
individual and group football skills for all positions 
as well as an emphasis on team building skills. For 
more information see the football page at 
www.bishop-hartley.org or contact Head Coach 
Brad Burchfield at 614-886-2808. 
 

2010 BHHS CHEERLEADING CAMP 
The Hartley Cheerleaders invite girls entering 
grades 1-8 to attend their summer camp on August 
4, 5, and 6 from 9AM-Noon.  This clinic benefits 
beginner and advanced cheerleaders. Girls learn 
basics of cheering – motions, jumps, and school 
spirit. They work with coaches and current 
cheerleaders learning chants and cheers. Girls will 
also learn a halftime routine to perform at a BHHS 
Varsity basketball game! The cost is $55.  Please 
contact Head Coach Heather Thompson at 
hthompso@cdeducation.org. 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Monday, June 14 
9:00 a.m. - God’s Love is for Sharing-PAC 
7:00 p.m. - Bingo - Undercroft 

Tuesday, June 15 

9:00 a.m. - God’s Love is for Sharing – PAC 
7:30 p.m. - Boy Scouts - Undercroft 

Wednesday, June 16 
9:00 a.m. - God’s Love is for Sharing - PAC 
7:00 p.m. - Bingo - Undercroft 

Thursday, June 17 

9:00 a.m. - God’s Love is for Sharing - PAC 
6:30 p.m. - Holy Hour- Church 

Friday, June 18 
9:00 a.m. - God’s Love is for Sharing - PAC 

Saturday, June 19 
Steubenville Youth Conference Begins 
4:00 a.m. - Reconciliation - Church 
5:00 p.m. - Mass  

Sunday, June 20 
9:30 a.m. – SVDP Sandwich Making-Undercroft 
 

The Professional Advisors Group (PAG) of The 
Catholic Foundation  invites professionals in the 
accounting, insurance, financial advisory, 
investment planning and legal fields to attend an 
Open House and Reception on Thursday, June 17, 
2010, 5:30-7:00 p.m., at the new offices of The 
Catholic Foundation  257 East Broad Street.  Come 
learn how PAG members support the mission, 
objectives and policies of The Catholic Foundation 
by providing professional expertise and public 
education to meet the charitable and estate planning 
needs in the Diocese of Columbus.  PAG members 
are an integral part of The Catholic Foundation’s 
core purpose of being catholic, being stewards and 
being of service.  PAG members also benefit from 
networking and educational opportunities.  Please 
rsvp to Traci Breeckner at 614-443-8893 or 
tbreeckner@catholic-foundation.org.  Learn more 
about The Catholic Foundation and the Professional 
Advisors Group at www.catholic-foundation.org 
 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL: For the month of  
JUNE, we encourage parishioners to provide Canned 

Meals for the Food Pantry.  

 

Think About It… 
“Fallacies do not cease to be fallacies because they 
become fashions.” ~G.K. Chesterton 
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Bishop’s Annual Appeal Update 
(as of June 7, 2010) 

 

Some statistics on the Bishop’s Annual Appeal in our parish to-date . . . 
 

• Number of parishioner families participating:         303 
 

• Percent of total parishioners participating:    26% 
 

• Parish goal established by Diocese:        $88,393.00 
 

• Enhanced parish BAA goal 

(includes monies for church tuck pointing):    $163,393.00 
 

• Total amount pledged as of June 7, 2010:    $141,303.27 
 

• Amount already slated for 100% rebate to our parish:   $ 52,910.27 
 

• Amount still needed to reach our enhanced BAA goal:   $ 22,089.73 
 

WE’RE MAKING STEADY PROGRESS!  THANK YOU! 
Let’s continue to pull together as a parish family 
to raise just $22,000.00 more to tuck point our 

church! If every registered family would simply give ONE 
DOLLAR A DAY over 12 months to the BAA, 100% of all 
monies pledged and received beyond this point come 
back to our parish in the form of rebates to pay in full 

the monies needed to tuck point our church!  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


